
 

Monday 3.30.2020          Mark 9:33-34 

As Jesus is traveling with His disciples, they get into an argument over which one of them is the greatest. Which 

one of them is the best disciple? The bravest? The strongest? The most faithful? It isn’t clear exactly what they 

meant by being the “greatest,” but what is clear is that Jesus is not impressed. Pride is something we all struggle 

with to some degree, but it is also an easy sin to hide. We know how to feign modesty, but if we are being honest, 

it feels kind of good to know that we are doing better than those around us on some measurement. What is the 

danger with letting our pride get the better of us? Why do you think the disciples got quiet when Jesus asked 

about their conversation?  

          

Tuesday 3.31.2020                Mark 9:35 

Jesus is known for being counter-cultural. Here, He teaches His disciples about the upside down, Kingdom of God 

perspective on what it means to be “first.” It was just as common in Jesus day to want to get ahead and be the 

best as it is today, but Jesus offers them a different way of considering greatness. Instead of climbing over others 

to get ahead of them, Jesus tells us that it is by serving others that we experience true goodness. How can you be a 

servant to your neighbors and family during this unique time of social distancing? What do we gain by serving 

others instead of trying to get ahead of them? 

  

Wednesday 4.1.2020                      Mark 9:36-37 

In Jesus’ day, children occupied one of the lowest places in society. They were viewed as useless and burdensome, 

because they are unable to take care of themselves. Children, especially babies, need someone to do almost 

everything for them. So, when Jesus welcomes a child into His arms, He is making a significant claim about how 

everyone is invited into God’s Kingdom – even the lowest of the low, because it is not all about what someone can 

do for themselves that qualifies them for the Kingdom of God. Instead, it is the unique dependence of a child that 

Jesus emphasizes as the way we should be dependent on the Lord. How can you have a child-like faith without 

becoming childish? Is there a difference? 



  

Thursday 4.2.2020   Psalm 116:4-10 

God defends those who cannot defend themselves. Remember to turn to Him with your needs, and trust that He 

will hear your prayers. 

  

Friday 4.3.2020      Mark 9:14-27    

In this story that comes just before our passage from this week’s sermon, a father asks for help on behalf of his 

young son who was suffering from an impure spirit. The father hoped that Jesus might be able to help his son, so 

he humbled himself to ask for help. Jesus replied by telling the man that it is by believing in Him that the boy might 

be healed, which elicits a profound response from the father in v24. Where do you need help with your unbelief in 

this time? Where do you need a child-like sense of trust? 

  

Saturday 4.4.2020       Mark 9:30-32 

Jesus predicted His death multiple times, but this always confused the disciples, because it did not resonate with 

their understanding of who the messiah was supposed to be. Instead of death, they only anticipated the triumphal 

entry with hosannas and palm branches that Jesus received entering Jerusalem. 

 

This Palm Sunday we invite you to visit www.cos-umc.org/worship and print out one of the palm graphics on the 

website. You can print and color in the blank one, print out the already colored in one, or even go into your yard 

and find a palm (leaf / branch) and go on a walk remembering the procession Jesus made into Jerusalem. Be sure to 

use your Order of Worship as your guide and send us your processional pictures at pictures@cos-umc.org! 

  

 


